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November 23, 2022 
 
Father,  
 
November 27 marks the First Sunday of Advent and with it the preparations to celebrate the Nativity 
of the Lord.  As we approach this holy time, I wanted to reach out to you and share some important 
reminders.  
 
Advent 
 
Liturgically, Advent is characterized by a sense of waiting and preparation for the Nativity of the 
Lord. As such, is it marked by a sense of moderation in the liturgy. The color for the 4 weeks of 
Advent is purple/violet. However, on the Third Sunday of Advent, Gaudete Sunday, Rose vestments 
may be worn.  
 
Given the nature of the Season, floral decorations should be marked by moderation, as should the 
use of the organ and other musical instruments.  
 
For more resources and information regarding this season, please see the worship office website. 
 
Christmas 
 
The Nativity of the Lord falls on a Sunday this year. This means the Vigil Mass for Christmas will be 
on Saturday.  Saturday until 4:00 PM is the weekday Mass for the day and not the Christmas Vigil 
Mass. After 4:00 PM the Vigil Mass is celebrated.  
 
The Roman Missal has options for the various Masses of Christmas. The Vigil Mass is used on the 
evening of December 24th before or after evening prayer. The Mass during the night may be said at 
night. On Christmas itself there is the Mass at Dawn and Mass during the day. Mass during the night 
is only to be celebrated in churches, chapels, and nursing homes. It is not permitted in private homes.  
 
Often a Christmas Vigil Mass is the Mass that sees the greatest number of younger children and their 
families.  Mass is not a time for Christmas pageants or plays or other reenactments, but the liturgical 
celebration of the birth of Our Lord.  You may wish to have a pageant or dramatic presentation 
before or after the Mass, however. 
 



2 

On the Nativity of the Lord, all priests may celebrate or concelebrate 3 Masses, provided they are 
celebrated at their proper times. 
 
There is the option of using the readings from one or the other of the Masses of the Vigil, night, 
dawn, or day at the other Masses “according to the pastoral needs of each congregation.” 
 
For more resources and information regarding this season, please see the worship office website. 
 
Other Useful Reminders 
 
The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception is celebrated on Thursday, December 8th. It is a Holy 
Day of Obligation. Masses should be offered at times that allow the people of God to fully 
participate and fulfill their obligation.  The Vigil Mass for the Solemnity may begin no earlier than 
4:00 p.m. on Wednesday the 7th.  
 
The Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe is celebrated on Monday, December 12th.   
 
The Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph this year falls on Friday, December 30. 
 
The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God is usually a holy day of obligation, but this year falls on a 
Sunday. 
 
There is a proper Vigil Mass that may be used for the Epiphany of the Lord. The information can be 
found in the Ordo. 
 
There are blessings appropriate to various times and needs throughout the seasons of Advent and 
Christmas.  Some may be found in the Book of Blessing.  If you are looking for other resources 
regarding blessings, please contact the worship office. 
 
You can expect to see information about Advent and Christmas resources on the worship office 
website by December 1st.  We will be updating them periodically throughout the seasons. 
 
 
As always, the worship office is here to assist you. Please feel free to reach out to me at the 
information below. 
 
We wish you the best for your Advent season and very happy Christmas. 
 
 
Becca Spellacy 
 
Becca Spellacy, ThD 
Director, Office of Worship 
512.949.2453 
Rebecca-spellacy@austindiocese.org  
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